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 NEU (IBIO/PSY) 310; Fall 2025 Syllabus

· Instructor: Marc Breedlove
· Psychology and Biology of Human Sexuality, Section 001
· Credit hours: 3
· In person classes with synchronous online exams
· Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:40pm to 4:00pm
· Life Sciences building room A133 https://maps.msu.edu/interactive/index.php?location=0J1C
· Course D2L website: https://d2l.msu.edu/d2l/home/2450350
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Instructors
Instructor: S. Marc Breedlove  I prefer that you address me as “Marc”.
· Pronouns: He/Him
· Title: Rosenberg Chair of Neuroscience
· Office: Giltner 240
· Office Hours: By appointment. Email me (breedsm@msu.edu) and we’ll find a time.
· Office Telephone: MSU no longer provides me an office phone!  Email is better anyway.
· E-mail: breedsm@msu.edu (see the How to Contact the Instructor section below for details)
· Website: http://marcbreedlove.com
Graduate Teaching Assistant
Assistant: Antonio (Tone) Whiate 
Pronouns: He/him
· Office: Interdisciplinary Science Technology Building (ISTB) room 4401 
· Office Hours: By appointment and usually over Zoom. Please email me at whitea79@msu.edu and we can set up a time. 
· Office Telephone: I do not have an office phone, so please feel free to email me with “NEU 310” in the subject line. 
· E-mail: whitea79@msu.edu
Instructor Introduction
I'm Marc Breedlove, the instructor for NEU/PSY/ZOL 310. As you'll learn from class, I really like teaching undergraduates and that was why I developed this new course for MSU. When I'm not teaching, I'm doing research on hormones and behavior, with animal subjects and humans (go to http://marcbreedlove.com, click the “Job-related stuff” tab and hit CV). I hope you will ask questions in lecture and try to engage in discussions in class. I also hope you will take advantage of our D2L Discussion Board to ask questions. I'm happy to meet individually, so email me (breedsm@msu.edu) to set a time. I have been a professor for over 40 years now, and I still love it. I am also a first-generation college student, meaning no one in my family had gone to college before me, and I am always eager to meet with other first-generation students.
I’m Antonio White, the Teaching Assistant (TA) for this course. Hey Hey! I am Antonio White (he/him) a.k.a Tone the Scientist, the teaching assistant for the NEU 416. I am a doctoral candidate in the Neuroscience Program #ABD.  My dissertation studies focus on understanding how variation of gut microbiome impact rodent maternal behaviors.

Outside of the the classroom and lab, I am a fungi (pun intended). I love watching movies, listening to music, and podcasting. I am thrilled to be a part of your learning experience and look forward to connecting with you. 

How to Contact the Instructor

I really want every student to master this material and so I urge you to ask questions!  I love answering questions in class and believe me, whatever question you may have, several other students will be wondering the same thing and be grateful that you asked it. I have been teaching college for quite a while and I have never heard a dumb question or ever been asked something that couldn’t serve as a teachable moment.
If you have a question outside of lecture, or just can’t get yourself to ask in class, then first go to the D2L site and ask your question on the Discussion Board.  Go there to ask questions about the material in class, or any questions that lecture and discussion brings up.  Whatever question you have about the material, other students will, too.  So start by checking out the Discussion Board and see if someone else has already asked it already.  If not, then ask your question there and if you don't get a response from Marc or Antonio within 24 hours, email us a reminder.  
Note: The Discussion Board is NOT an appropriate place to ask any questions of a personal nature, as it is public to everyone in class.  If you have a question of a personal or sensitive nature, please email Marc or Antonio directly.  
If you email us questions about the class material ("Will that stuff about gonadotropin releasing-hormone be on the exam?" “Do any aphrodisiacs work?), we will not answer but will direct you to use the D2L Discussion Board so everyone can see the answer(s).
Course Information

Course Description
From the MSU Course Description: Sexual behavior from biological, psychological and neuroscience perspectives. Sexual differentiation of the body. Role of hormones in development and reproduction in humans and other animals. Human sexual orientation. Fertility and contraception. Sexual disorders. Sexually transmitted diseases. 
Prerequisites
(PSY 101 or concurrently) and ((BS 161 or concurrently) or (BS 162 or concurrently) or (LB 144 or concurrently) or (LB 145 or concurrently) or (BS 181H or concurrently) or (BS 182H or concurrently))    Not open to students with credit in: HDFS 445    
Course Overview 

Welcome to NEU 310 Human Sexuality. In this course we will talk about what science has learned about sex and sexuality, starting with evolutionary perspectives, covering the anatomy and physiology of reproduction and many other fascinating topics. If you don't already know, that means we will cover a broad array of biological concepts.

We will cover many controversial topics. You are expected to be in class even if it that day’s topic is something you don't “believe in”, or you find offensive, such as same-sex relationships, birth control, or abortion. Of course you are always free to have and express your own opinions, but a university is about learning of divergent views. If hearing people express opinions about sex and reproduction that differ from yours will be stressful, you may want to consider taking another course. 

On the other hand, we recognize that the topic of sexual assault can be traumatizing for survivors, and therefore we will warn at least a class meeting beforehand when we get to that topic.  If you fear this would be traumatic for you, please let the Instructor and TA know, and of course you will be excused for any absence or missed assignment that day.
Nothing about sexual reproduction and sexual behavior makes sense except in the context of evolution by natural selection. If you are offended by extensive discussions about the role of evolution in shaping human behavior, you may want to consider taking another course.

Due to the nature of this course, we will have many explicit discussions about sexual behavior of humans and other animals. If such discussions are offensive to you or make you uncomfortable, then you might reconsider whether to take a course on this subject. Early in the class we will discuss why some words, including words associated with sex and reproduction, have shock value. This is part of a discussion of the history of the development of the English language. Normally these lectures are the only time such shock words will be used by the instructors, and all participants are encouraged to avoid such language. We will provide you with more scholarly alternatives for any naughty words so that discussion will not be impaired. 
We also ask each student to be prepared to tell the class a joke about sex that does not use any shock words. These jokes help everyone relax to facilitate discussion and often reveal a kernel of truth about human sexuality.
My goal is for all of us to gain an appreciation for the variety of human sexual experience, and the variety of perspectives on this important aspect of humankind. I also hope that we will start from the assumption that we are all good people, with good intentions for each other and the outside world. That means we will need to be tolerant of opposing views. Also, because of rapidly changing ideas about what terminology is acceptable, we need to give each other the benefit of the doubt if someone uses terminology has come to be seen as unsuitable. We are all on this journey together, and cooperation and tolerance will improve the learning experience for everyone.

This course will include challenging amount of material to master. However, any student who is willing to put in the time to attend class consistently, engage with the reading outside of class, use or develop good study strategies, and contact the TA or instructor when they are struggling, will develop a thorough understanding of the course material and ultimately succeed in the course.
Course Structure

This is a face-to-face, in-person course. Come to every class meeting and participate in Kahoot quizzes and discussions to get the full benefit of this course.  We also use a course management system, and you will need your MSU NetID to log in to the course from the D2L homepage.  You will also need to have a smart phone with you at each class meeting to participate in the Kahoot quizzes.
Required Textbook & Course Materials

All students will be reading an online textbook together over the Perusall platform.  This is an electronic version of Simon LeVay’s Discovering Human Sexuality (sixth edition), but do NOT buy a hardcopy, as part of your grade will be based on your contributions to online discussions about the text over the Perusall site. To purchase your electronic access to the book, do NOT go to Perusall directly!  Rather, go to our D2L site, open the tab called “Perusall link to textbook,” and use that interface to purchase your copy. IMPORTANT: be sure to only pay for the 180 day access ($54.99), as that will be more than long enough to complete our course.
These days, a college textbook for 55 bucks is pretty cheap, but of course there will be no recouping of any of that cost by selling it afterward.  Any student who is having difficulty accessing the textbook or is concerned about other important needs (e.g., food; rent) is encouraged to reach out to to the Instructor right away. Any additional readings or course materials will be available for free on our course D2L website. You will also need to bring a smart phone with you to each class meeting for Kahoot quizzes (see below).
Required Technologies

To complete this course, you must have the technology to fully access our D2L site.  There you will find notes, videos, Perusall access to the textbook and other materials for the course.  

In addition, you must have the equipment necessary to participate in our Kahoot quizzes, namely a smart phone, in every class meeting.  If you do not have a smart phone or some other way to participate in the Kahoot quizzes, please let the Instructor know right away.

Technical Assistance

If you need technical assistance at any time during the course or to report a problem you can:
· Visit the Desire2Learn Help Site
· Call 355-2345 or 1-800-500-1554 for MSU support

· Register for a D2L self-guided course: log in with your MSU NetID and password at d2l.msu.edu, select “Self Registration” from the menu bar, register for and complete the course named “Students - Getting Started with D2L.” Also, be aware of the “Help” option on the D2L Home page menu.

· If your computer is not working, then consider using a computer lab on campus. They are located across campus: see the Computer Lab Locations and Hours page for details.”
Course Schedule 

Assessment Dates

There will be three midterms and a final exam in this course, and your grade will be based on those scores as long as you meet the minimal requirements for the Perusall and Kahoot participations.  All test dates are posted on the class D2L site.

The 1st  Midterm will be  during the class meeting time, and will consist of a remote exam through D2L, following 7 class meetings.  This is deliberately early in the semester, before the date when you can drop without having a grade reported.
The 2nd Midterm will be  (just before the MSU fall break), during the class meeting time, and will consist of a remote exam through D2L. There will have been 7 class meetings since the previous midterm.
The 3rd and final midterm will be  (the Th before Thanksgiving).  This will also consist of a remote exam taken through D2L, and I intend to record the lecture for the following Tuesday, so you can be free to travel home for the Thanksgiving holiday.
The Final Exam will be Wednesday December 13, from 10am to noon.  This will consist of a remote exam taken through D2L, and will be a cumulative exam, although it will emphasize material covered in the 5 class meetings since the last midterm. 

MSU Academic Calendar Dates to Consider
At times, students must drop a course(s) due to extenuating circumstances. Dropping courses usually affects financial aid (if applicable), tuition costs, and progress toward your degree. Make sure to talk with your academic advisor and see MSU’s policy on withdrawal before dropping any of your courses. 
Open adds end: 08/29/2025
Last day to drop with refund: 09/18/2025
Last day to drop with no grade reported: 10/13/2025 
See the Academic Calendar for details.
Course Schedule
TENTATIVE CURRICULUM  
TOPICS:








READINGS

Scope of the course, warnings about explicit discussions in the course.
Chapter 1

Sex and Human Evolution:





Appendix A

Human sexual anatomy and neuroscience 



Chs 2 & 3 Appx B

Sexual differentiation of the body 




Ch 4

Sexual orientation






Ch 12

Sexual attraction 






Ch 5

Sexual behavior 






Ch 6

Fertility, pregnancy and childbirth 




Ch 8

Contraception and abortion





Ch 9

Sexual disorders of arousal and performance 



Ch 14

Atypical sexuality






Ch 13

Expected Hours of Participation/Work Outside Class Per Week
In addition to the 3 hours of lecture each week, which you are required to attend, I estimate you will need at least another 3 hours per week to complete the reading in the careful way that Perusall requires to get a score of at least 2 (out of 3 point scale) on each assigned chapter.  We are assigning 11 Chapters and 2 Appendices from the textbook on Perusall.  The first assignment, for Chapter 1, will not count for your grade as you will use that reading to learn how to get a score of at least 2.  For the remaining 12 assignments, a perfect Perusall score would be 36; averaging a score of 2 for each assignment would total 24.  You must score 21 or more for your total Perusall score to avoid having your course grade reduced by one step (e.g., from 3.0 to 2.5). If you get a perfect score of 21 for the first seven readings that count, you’re assured of a full grade from your exam performance.
Grading Policies
Attendance: You are expected to attend lecture unless you are ill or have some other problem. When that is the case, email the Instructor before or during that class. Unexcused absences have the potential to hurt your grade because you will get no credit for any Kahoot questions posed that day.

Kahoot: In virtually every class we will have review questions through Kahoot. This is a great way to test yourself on how well you understood the material just covered. Your answers on Kahoot will not be graded—there’s no penalty for answering wrong. BUT, if you fail to answer more than 75% of the Kahoot quizzes when the semester is over, your grade will be reduced by one grade level (e.g., from a 4.0 to a 3.5). If you fail to answer at least half (50%) of the Kahoot quizzes, you will fail the course. To get credit for Kahoot participation, be sure to use your MSU userid (the name that comes before “@msu.edu” in your email address) so we know you took that quiz. We will not count the first few Kahoot quizzes while we make sure everyone can participate.  If for any reason, you cannot participate in the Kahoot quizzes, let the Instructor and TA know right away so we can find an accommodation.

	Graded Task
	Submission
	Grade Determination
	View Grades & Feedback

	EXAMS
Perusall
Kahoot

	Online through D2L
Through D2L to the Perusall interface with the textbook

In class participation in Kahoot quizzes 


	See below for %age breakdown
Must get a total Perusall score of 21 (out of 36 possible) for the assigned readings for full credit

Must answer at least 50% of all questions to pass course (note: you do not have to answer the questions correctly, merely submit an answer)

If you answer fewer than 75% of Kahoot questions, your grade will be reduced by one step (e.g., from 3.0 to 2.5)
	D2L will report your score within 24hrs of exam end
D2L in the Perusall tab gives your score instantly; you can improve your score until the end of the chapter assignment period 
The Kahoot app tells you instantly if you are answering questions.  Within 24 hrs of each quiz, a list of participants will be posted on the D2L in the Kahoot Quiz tab, where answers to that Kahoot quiz will also be posted



Grade Determination
Grading of exams will be based on the percentage of questions you get correct in the traditional manner: 90-100 = 4.0; 85-89 =3.5; 80-84 = 3.0; 75-79 = 2.5; 70-74 = 2.0; 65-69 = 1.5; 60-64 = 1.0; <60 = 0.  As long as you answer at least 75% of the Kahoot questions and reach the quota of 21 participation points from reading the Perusall text, your grade will be entirely based on those exam scores.
Viewing Grades and Feedback
You should aways know how you are doing in class.  Your exam scores will be released automatically within 24 hours after each exam period. 
The Perusall software displays your score of 0, 1, 2, or 3 automatically, updating it constantly as you post comments and questions.  
The Kahoot app lets you know if you are participating and will display your MSU email id on the screen.  Within 24 hrs of each Kahoot quiz, we will post on the D2L site the correct answers (good study material!) and a file listing everyone who participated in that particular quiz.  It would be a good idea to check this regularly to make sure your Kahoot participation is being recorded properly.  
Course Policies
Students are expected to adhere to the policies of Michigan State University whether noted in this syllabus or not. Instructors have the right to add or adjust policies within limits for the specifics of their courses. While the below may appear at first glance to be common policy boilerplate there may be nuances or course specifics within it that the student must be aware of and adhere to.

Inclusivity Statement

Regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, national origin, disability, veteran status, gender identity, or sexual orientation, you will be treated and respected as a human being.
MSU welcomes a full spectrum of experiences, viewpoints, and intellectual approaches because they enrich the conversation, even as they challenge us to think differently and grow. However, we believe that expressions and actions that demean individuals or groups compromise the environment for intellectual growth and undermine the social fabric on which the community is based.”
Land Acknowledgement

Michigan State University occupies the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary Lands of the Anishinaabeg – Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi peoples. In particular, the University resides on Land ceded in the 1819 Treaty of Saginaw. We recognize, support, and advocate for the sovereignty of Michigan’s twelve federally-recognized Indian nations, for historic Indigenous communities in Michigan, for Indigenous individuals and communities who live here now, and for those who were forcibly removed from their Homelands. By offering this Land Acknowledgement, we affirm Indigenous sovereignty and will work to hold Michigan State University more accountable to the needs of American Indian and Indigenous peoples.  For more information, visit MSU’s Land Acknowledgement 
Spartan Code of Honor

On March 22, 2016, The Associated Students of Michigan State University (ASMSU) adopted the following Spartan Code of Honor:
“As a Spartan, I will strive to uphold values of the highest ethical standard. I will practice honesty in my work, foster honesty in my peers, and take pride in knowing that honor is worth more than grades. I will carry these values beyond my time as a student at Michigan State University, continuing the endeavor to build personal integrity in all that I do.”
Commit to Integrity: Academic Honesty

All participants in this class are held to the standard set by MSU’s Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades. The policy can be read in full at the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades.

Article 2.III.B.2 of the Academic Rights and Responsibilities states that "The student shares with the faculty the responsibility for maintaining the integrity of scholarship, grades, and professional standards." In addition, the [insert name of unit offering course] adheres to the policies on academic honesty as specified in General Student Regulations, 1.00 Protection of Scholarship and Grades; the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and Grades, and 17.00 Examinations. 
Therefore, unless authorized by your instructor, you are expected to complete all course assignments, including homework, lab work, quizzes, tests, and exams, without assistance from any source. You are expected to develop original work for this course; therefore, you may not submit coursework you completed for another course to satisfy the requirements for this course. Also, you are not authorized to use the www.allmsu.com Web site to complete any coursework in this course. Students who violate MSU academic integrity rules may receive a penalty grade, including a failing grade on the assignment or in the course. Contact your instructor if you are unsure about the appropriateness of your coursework.
Cooperative/Collaborative Learning

· You are encouraged to study with other students and to discuss questions on the homework assignments in general terms, and the Perusall interface for reading the textbook is intended to encourage such cooperation. I encourage you to meet in person with your Perusall reading pod to study.  However, all work on exams should be yours and yours alone.  Any form of copying or cheating or using AI tools on quizzes or exams is strictly forbidden. In general, you should abide by Michigan State University's policy on academic integrity. 
Use of ChatGPT and AI Technology

This class is specifically a space for learning and practicing invaluable critical thinking skills that cannot be replicated by generative artificial intelligence (AI). While the ever-changing (and exciting!) new developments with AI will find their place in our workforces and personal lives, in the realm of education, this kind of technology can counteract learning. The use of AI diminishes opportunities to learn from our experiences and from each other, to play with our creative freedoms, to problem-solve, and to contribute our ideas in authentic ways. In a nutshell, college is a place for learning, AI simply cannot do that learning for us. Academic integrity plays a vital role in learning, and submitting work as your own that was generated by AI is plagiarism. For all of these reasons, any work written, developed, created, or inspired by generative artificial intelligence does not lend itself to our learning goals and is a breach of ethical engagement and MSU’s academic integrity policy. You are explicitly forbidden to use any AI tools to complete examinations for this course. 
Violations of Academic Dishonesty
You are capable of meeting my expectations for this course. If you feel overwhelmed and cannot complete your assignments by the due date or if you want to help a friend who is struggling to complete an assignment, please talk to me about the situation. We will work together to come up with a solution.  I strongly recommend that you not consider academic misconduct to solve your problem or a friend’s problem. 
Mental Health

Let’s face it, college can be stressful (even without a pandemic), so it is important for you to look after your mental health. Anyone could benefit from occasionally talking with a counselor (as your instructor has at several stages of his life). Seeking counseling when you are troubled is a sign of strength and maturity. Mental health concerns or stressful events may hurt academic performance or your ability to participate in daily activities. Services are available to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing. You can learn more about the broad range of confidential mental health services available on campus via the Counseling & Psychiatric Services (CAPS) website at https://caps.msu.edu/

If you are in crisis, please call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room. CAPS crisis services are also available 24/7. Call (517) 355-8270 and press “1” at the prompt to speak with a crisis counselor. If you think you you or someone around you is in danger, call 911 or head to the nearest emergency room. There is also a 24-hour national suicide prevention hotline (https://988lifeline.org/): dial 988.
Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities (RCPD): Inform Your Instructor of Accommodations

Michigan State University is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities. Requests for accommodations by persons with disabilities may be made by contacting the Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities at 517-884-RCPD or on the web at rcpd.msu.edu. Once your eligibility for an accommodation has been determined, you will be issued a verified individual services accommodation (“VISA”) form. Please present this form to me at the start of the term and/or two weeks prior to the accommodation date (test, project, etc). Requests received after this date will be honored whenever possible. MSU Web Accessibility Policy
Attendance and Participation
The official MSU global policy: Students whose names do not appear on the official class list for this course may not attend this class without the explicit approval of the Instructor. Students who fail to attend the first four class sessions or class by the fifth day of the semester, whichever occurs first, may be dropped from the course.

My specific policy: You are expected to attend lecture unless you are ill or have some other problem. When that is the case, email the Instructor (breedsm@msu.edu) before or during class. Unexcused absences have the potential to hurt your grade because you will get no credit for any Kahoot questions posed that day.
While we do not take attendance during lecture periods, you are expected to attend every scheduled meeting for the entire time allotted. Because we will have Kahoot quizzes in almost every lecture, and because you must participate in 50% of those quizzes to pass the course, you cannot do well in this course without regular attendance to lectures.  Those who fail to participate in 75% of the Kahoot quizzes will have their course grade reduced by one full increment (from 3.0 to 2.5, for example).  So plan on coming to every lecture and email the Instructor promptly if you will not be able to attend a particular class meeting.
Although done remotely, you also must participate in Perusall discussions of the textbook to get full credit for this course. 
Religious Observances
It is the responsibility of those students who need to be absent to inform their instructor at least two weeks before the observance day, make arrangements in advance with their instructors, and catch up on any material discussed and assignments given during that class period. Accommodations must never fundamentally alter an essential requirement of the course or academic program.

Michigan State University is home to a vibrant, diverse, and multicultural community of students, faculty, and staff, and we value and actively support that diversity, including the diversity of spiritual expression and practice. Therefore, it is the policy of the University to enable students and faculty to observe those days set aside by their chosen religious faith. 

I reviewed MSU’s religious observance calendar while developing the course schedule to ensure that no point-heavy assignments or assessments will be due on major holidays- please let me know if I missed anything. However, class periods may fall on holidays. In these cases, in accordance with MSU’s Religious Observance Policy, if you will be absent from class due to a religious observance, please inform me at least two weeks beforehand. We will develop a plan for you to make up any missed work. Please see MSU’s Religious Observance Policy for more information.
Grief Absences
As the COVID 19 pandemic reminded us all, an unfortunate part of life is the loss of loved ones. If you experience the death of a family member or emotional distress from a similar tragedy, then please complete a Grief Absence form, which signals to your Associate Dean or designee of your college that you need time to grieve and heal. Upon approval, the Associate Dean or designee will contact your instructors on your behalf with the approved accommodations. Then I and the rest of your instructors will develop plans for you to make up the work at a later date. I also recommend talking to someone through MSU Counseling and Psychiatric Services.

Build Rapport
If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other aspects of the course, make sure you let your Instructor and/or Teaching Assistant know as early as possible. As you will find, building rapport and effective relationships are key to becoming an effective professional. Make sure that you are proactive in informing your instructor and TA when difficulties arise during the semester so that we can help you find a solution.

Limits to Faculty/Student Confidentiality; Mandatory Reporting
Essays, journals, and other materials submitted for this class are generally considered confidential according to the University's student record policies. However, students should be aware that University employees, including instructors, may not be able to maintain confidentiality when it conflicts with their responsibility to report certain issues to protect the health and safety of MSU community members and others. As the instructor, I must report the following information to other University offices (including the Department of Police and Public Safety) if you share it with me:
· Suspected child abuse/neglect, even if this maltreatment happened when you were a child,
· Allegations of sexual assault or sexual harassment when they involve MSU students, faculty, or staff, and
· Credible threats of harm to oneself or others.
These reports may trigger contact from a campus official who will want to talk with you about the incident that you have shared. In almost all cases, it will be your decision whether you wish to speak with that individual. If you would like to talk about an event in a more confidential setting you are encouraged to make an appointment with the MSU Counseling & Psychiatric Services or the MSU Center for Survivors.
Grades of "Incomplete"
If something happens toward the end of the semester that prevents you from completing the course, then contact the instructor about a grade of “Incomplete.”
Disruptive Behavior
Article 2.III.B.4 of Student Rights and Responsibilities for students at Michigan State University states: "The student's behavior in the classroom shall be conducive to the teaching and learning process for all concerned." Article 2.III.B.10 states that "The student and the faculty share the responsibility for maintaining professional relationships based on mutual trust and civility." General Student Regulation 5.02 states: "No student shall . . . obstruct, disrupt, or interfere with the functions, services, or directives of the University, its offices, or its employees (e.g., classes, social, cultural, and athletic events, computing services, registration, housing and food services, governance meetings, and hearings).” Students whose conduct adversely affects the learning environment may be subject to disciplinary action through the Student Judicial Affairs office.
Course Recordings, Intellectual Property, and Social Media Use

Course Recordings: Meetings of this course may be recorded. The recordings may be available to students registered for this class. This is intended to supplement the classroom experience. Students are expected to follow appropriate University policies and maintain the security of passwords used to access recorded lectures. Recordings may not be reproduced, shared with those not in the class, or uploaded to other online environments. Doing so may result in disciplinary action. If the instructor or another University office plan other uses for the recordings beyond this class, students identifiable in the recordings will be notified to request consent before such use. 
Commercialized Lecture Notes: Commercialization of lecture notes and university-provided course materials is not permitted in this course. Note: The Code of Teaching Responsibility requires instructors who permit students to commercialize their class lecture notes to include a statement in their course syllabi that gives such permission. Absent such permission, students may not do so.
As members of a learning community, students are expected to respect the intellectual property of course instructors. All course materials presented to students are the copyrighted property of the course instructor and are subject to the following conditions of use:

Students may record lectures or other classroom activities and use the recordings only for their course-related purposes.
· Students may share the recordings with other students enrolled in the class. Sharing is limited to using the recordings only for course-related purposes.
· Video and audio recordings made of online lectures may contain inaudible or invisible watermarks to identify shared media: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360021839031-Audio-Watermark
· Students may not post the recordings or other course materials online or distribute them to anyone not enrolled in the class without the advance written permission of the course instructor and, if applicable, any students whose voice or image is included in the recordings.
· Any student violating the conditions described above may face academic disciplinary sanctions.
Here are additional policies to consider:
· Institutional Data Policy
· Student Privacy Guidelines and Notification of Rights under FERPA
University Concerns

The Office of the University Ombudsperson is available to assist students with any conflict or problem that has to do with being a student at Michigan State University. You may visit the Ombudsperson at 129 North Kedzie, call (517) 353-8830, or e-mail ombud@msu.edu. The Office of the University Ombudsperson is an independent, neutral, informal, and confidential resource and does not accept formal complaints, nor does it provide notice to the University.

Emergency Procedures
Download the SafeMSU app and allow for push notifications to receive emergency notices. The app is available for free on the App Store and Google Play.
In the event of an emergency arising within the classroom, the Instructor and/or Teaching Assistant will notify you of what actions may be required to ensure your safety. It is the responsibility of each student to understand the evacuation, “shelter-in-place,” and “secure-in-place” guidelines posted in each facility and to act safely. You are allowed to maintain cellular devices in silent mode during this course to receive an emergency SMS text, phone, or email messages distributed by the university. When anyone receives such a notification or observes an emergency situation, they should immediately bring it to the attention of the Instructor and Teaching Assistant (TA) in a way that causes the least disruption. If an evacuation is ordered, please ensure that you do it safely and facilitate those around you that may not otherwise be able to safely leave. When these orders are given, you do have the right as a member of this community to follow that order. Also, if a shelter-in-place or secure-in-place is ordered, please seek areas of refuge that are safe depending on the emergency encountered and assist if it is advisable to do so.
Policies for Student Athletes 
If you are a student-athlete, please contact the instructor in advance of any missed classes to set up a plan for completing any missed work. The absence is excused, but this does not excuse the student-athlete from completing the work assigned. If assignments are due on a day that you will be away, then complete the assignment before leaving for the event.

Syllabus Revision

The instructor reserves the right to revise or adjust the course syllabus to best accommodate the pace and needs of the students.

MSU Resources for Students

MSU provides extensive academic support for students designed to let them achieve the academic success they are truly capable of. I have provided a list of many of the academic support offices and resources offered by MSU and East Lansing below (see this Student Resources page for additional resources). Each name is linked to their website. The resources vary quite a bit in their purpose: whether they help directly with students’ courses, such as the Writing Center, help students find belonging, such as the English Language Center, help with personal lives, such as the Student Parent Resource Center, or help with managing the intersection of personal and professional lives, such as the Counseling and Psychiatric Services. 
These resources are freely available to students, so please take advantage and use them. Most students access them at some point in pursuit of their degree. 

Course and Future Career Resources
· The Writing Center: Helps with writing essays, making posters or infographics, or citing
· Libraries (or call 517-432-6123): Helps with finding information sources and citing
· IT Service Desk (or call 353-8830 or 844-678-6200 or email ithelp@msu.edu): Helps with any technical issues, such as if a course program is not working on your personal computer
· Desire2Learn Help Site: Helps with understanding how to use D2L, MSU’s learning management system
· Computer Lab Locations and Hours: Available if your computer/tablet or printer breaks down
· Spartan Life Handbook: Provides your rights and responsibilities as a student
· Office of the Ombudsperson (or call 517-353-8830):A neutral party to discuss any university or faculty concerns 

· Advising: Provides advising information by major

· Career Services Network: Provides campus jobs lists and future career advice 
· I am also here to help! If you have any concerns or questions, please reach out as directed at the beginning of the syllabus).
Resources for Getting Around Campus

· Campus Maps: Provides interactive maps for campus buildings

· Campus Transportation: Provides ideas on how to get around campus

· CATA MSU Bus Services: Provides information and maps for MSU’s campus bus services

· Associated Students of MSU: Includes Safe Ride services
Funding Resources for Tuition or Personal 
· Emergency Aid: Lists financial aid available to special populations
· Associated Students of MSU: Provides iClicker and calculator rentals, interest-free loans, legal services, and Safe Ride

· Student Advocates for Essential Needs Security: Provides food and shelter resources
· Student Food Bank: Aids students with food insecurity 12 months per year
· Greater Lansing food bank: Lists food banks available in the Lansing area
Community Engagement Resources
· Student Organizations: Lists the organizations on campus
· Neighborhood Resources: Lists various ways to engage with students
· East Lansing/Campus Community Activities and Resources: Lists events occurring in East Lansing
Physical and Mental Health Resources 

· Olin Student Health Center: Provides medical services
· Counseling and Psychiatric Services: Provides mental health assistance (For anytime support, call (517) 355-8270 and press “1” at the prompt to speak with a crisis counselor)
· Psychological Clinic (call 517-355-9564): Provides individual and group therapy
· MSU Meditation map: Lists medication site locations
· Recreational Sports and Fitness Services: Provides information about the fitness center including online and in person group fitness classes

· Medical Leave: Describes medical leave information for students
Survivors Resources

· Center for Survivors: Provides resources for sexual assault survivors (the 24/7 sexual assault crisis hotline is (517)372-6666)
· Safe Place (or call 517-355-1100 or email noabuse@msu.edu): Provides aid to those experiencing relationship violence or stalking
· Culture of Support: Lists resources for anyone undergoing trauma, including those that are not sure what happened or what they want to do 
· Office for Civil Rights and Title IX Education and Compliance: Provides reporting services for violations of MSU’s Anti-Discriimination Policy and Relationship Violence and Sexual Misconduct and Title IX Policy.
Resource Centers for Specific Populations

· Fostering Academics, Mentoring Excellence (FAME): Resource center for foster youth alumni and those who have experienced homelessness or otherwise independent
· The Gender and Sexuality Campus Center: Resource center for LGBTQIA2S+ members of MSU
· English Language Center: Resource center that provides English language instruction 
· TRIO Student Support Services Program: Resource center for first-generation college students
· Student Parent Resource Center: Resource center for students who are also parents
· Student Veterans Resource Center: Resource center for student veterans
· Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities: Resource center for persons with disabilities
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